THE   HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

autobiography. Put briefly, the facts were these.
On the evening of March 6, 1844, Davis was suddenly
possessed by some power which led him to fly from
the little town of Poughkeepsie, where he lived, and
to hurry ofF, in a condition of semi-trance, upon a
rapid journey. When he regained his clear per-
ceptions he found himself among wild mountains, and
there he claims to 'have met two venerable men with
whom he held intimate and elevating communion, the
one upon medicine and the other upon morals. All
night he was out, and when he inquired his where-
abouts next morning he was told that he was in the
Catskill Mountains and forty miles from his home.
The whole narrative reads like a subjective experience,
a dream or a vision, and one would not hesitate to
place it as such were it not for the details of his re-
ception and the meal he ate upon his return. It
is a possible alternative that the flight into the moun-
tains was a reality and the interviews a dream. He
claims that he afterwards identified his two mentors
as Galen and Swedenborg, which is interesting as being
the first contact with the dead which he had ever
recognized. The whole episode seems visionary, and
had no direct bearing upon the lad's remarkable future.
He felt higher powers stirring within him, and it
was remarked to him that when he was asked pro-
found questions in the mesmeric trance he always
replied, " I will answer that in my book." In his
nineteenth year he felt that the hour for writing the
book had come. The mesmeric influence of Leving-
ston did not, for some reason, seem suited for this, and
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